









































El:lighway Mission
Is Monumental Task

The mission of the Highway and Transportation
Department is to maintain and improve the highway
system so people and goods can flow smoothly from
one place to another at the lowest cost. This is no
easy task since Missouri’s state highway system, the
nation’s seventh largest, comprises more than 32,000
miles of highway, more than 9,000 bridges and more
than 385,000 acres of right-of-way.

And there is one big problem with this mission.
The work that needs to be done to maintain and
improve the system is far outstripping the money
available to do it. What the Department is able to
improve and fix is being outdistanced by additional
congested intersections, more deficient bridges and
more miles of highway that need to be resurfaced or
replaced.

There are several culprits in this funding crunch
including rising construction costs. In 1970 1t cost
about $900,000 to build a mile of two-lane primary
highway. Today that same mile of highway costs
about $2 million to $2.5 million. A mile of eight-
lane Interstate highway in an urban area cost about
$14 million to $15 million to build in 1970. Today it
takes $36 million to $40 million to build this mile.

The Department is not adding any new mileage to
the state highway system. The construction program
it has undertaken in the past few years has been to
modernize sections of highways and bridges built in
the 1920s and 30s. Highways do not last forever, and
constant wear and tear from years of daily driving
underscore the need to replace sections that are
falling apart.

Material prices have helped add to the higher
construction costs and also to the Department’s
maintenance costs. In 1970 a cubic yard of crushed
stone cost about $3. Today this cubic yard costs
about $13. Another example is asphalt which costs
10 cents per gallon in 1970, but now costs $1 a
gallon.

Another major culprit in the funding crunch are
other state agencies who siphon money from the
state highway fund. Each year more than $100
million from the fund goes to various projects and
programs in other agencies, instead of being spent
on highway improvement projects.

A list of all the Department’s road projects
needing to be done would fill a multi-volume set,
but the Department is doing what it can with the
resources currently available to it. It’s like trying to

W
patch holes in an aging rubber life raft. As soon as
one hole is fixed, three more spring up.

And with costs going up, and more work to do,
the Department may not be able to fix what it needs
to and what the people want. In the final analysis,
the needs of Missouri’s citizens are the needs of the
Department.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

MISSOURI HIGHWAY AND
TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS

W. Capitol and Jefferson
Public Information Division
P.O. Box 270
Jefferson City, MO 65102
(314) 751-2840

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 6
3602 N. Belt Highway 329 S. Kirkwood Road
P.O. Box 287 Kirkwood, MO 63122

St. Joseph, MO 64502
(816) 232-3323

(314) 966-3800

DISTRICT 7
DISTRICT 2 410 Range Line Road
U.S. Route 63 P.O. Box 1445

P.O. Box 8 Joplin, MO 64802

Macon, MO 63552
(816) 385-3176

(417) 623-5794

DISTRICT 8
DISTRICT 3 3025 East Kearney
Highway 61 South M.O. Box 868
P.O. Box 1067 Springfield, MO 65801

Hannibal, MO 63401
(314) 221-2764

(417) 866-3576

DISTRICT 9
B!iT.RI_CT_i U.S. Business Rt. 63 N.
5117 E. 31st St. P.O. Box 220

Kansas City, MO 64128
(816) 921-7104

Willow Springs, MO 65793
(417) 469-3134

DISTRICT 5 DISTRICT 10
1511 Missourt Blvd. U.S. Rt. 61 North
P.O. Box 718 of U.S. Rt. 60
Jefferson City, MO 65102 P.O. Box 160

(314) 751-3322 Sikeston, MO 63801

(314) 471-4170
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